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touched on before, so we begin the history of the
great Kocch tribe at the rise of one Shankaldip, a
Kocch chief, as we have the statements of a Hindu
historian and the poet Firdusi, which give a better
semblance of facts than do the legendary ideas of Bisoo,
whom local tradition asserts to be the founder of this
dynasty.    Shankaldip rose to power in the middle of
the fifth  century,  and when  Huien  Tsiang visited
Assam the kingdom of Kamarupa apparently extended
from the Karatoya river, near Julpigori, as far as Sadiya
along the north bank of the Brahmaputra, where, it
seems,  the  Kocch  people  lived  amicably  with  the
Chutiyas, who even then may have been deteriorating
from having been once a powerful community.   Bryan
Hodgson, in his work on the Kocch and Bodo people,
states that these were the most numerous and powerful
aborigines in north and north-western Bengal, and the
only ones who, after the Aryan ascendancy had been
established,  were  able  to   retain  political  power   or
possession in the plains.    A translation of the Yogini
Tantra shows these people to be spoken of as Mleccha
or aborigines.    One Hajo, he states, founded the great
Kocch kingdom in the latter part of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and his successors reigned for almost 200 years.
Hajo, having no sons, married his daughter to a Mecch
(Bodo) chief, thus uniting the aborigines and forming
the Kocch dynasty, which was eventually able to with-
stand invasion by the Moslems, Bhootanese, and the
Ahoms ; the latter holding sway then in upper Assam,
while the Kocch held lower and middle Assam.    Later
Kocch rulers, however, cast off the Bodo alliance and
began to look with greater favour on the creeds and
customs of the Aryans than on their older religion of